The article discusses how a new paradigm that emerged in linguistics on the brink of the 20th-21st centuries -cognitive linguistics -reborn the interest of scholars to the notion of discourse and the possibility of its definition and use of this term in modern linguistic research.
is interwoven into almost all the kinds of human activity and claim that in all these cases we actually observe a simultaneous performance of cognitive and communicative -or discursive -functions of the language. Differentiation and, particularly, opposition of the mentioned functions is entirely conventional and determined rather by epistemological focuses in researchers on such a complex object as the language, than by ontological circumstances. According to these views, to adequately characterize any linguistic phenomenon we must consider it "at the crossroads of cognition and communication"
and discursive activity must, first and foremost, be defined as verbal and cogitative one.
Turning back to the term "discourse" per se, it should be noted that in the second half of the 20 th century it was addressed through the angle of its social and ideological meaning, not only the linguistic one (Pecheux, 1975 This phrase contains a precise location that will be memorized by the graduates. At the same time, the author expresses his respect and love to the participants that is a crucial factor for any public speech. In this case the speaker establishes an emotional contact with the audience. Such situation is also a matter of concern to the linguists. In fact, the language always was, is and will be a key mechanism in the human life linked to all types of their activity and existence.
Under the modern paradigm of not only linguistic, but also universal knowledge, the discourse which cannot be precisely defined yet becomes a key notion. Or, even, should there be any definition within the system of current knowledge which is being broadened every day and which, presumably, is expected to give us new results in comprehension of the language existence and performance.
